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CATFACE by Clifford D,Simak, Sidgwick & Jackson.£4.95. Asa is a men who, through
his dog and the local simpleton, finds the means of time-roads™ into, the past.
His lover, Rila, sees many money-making propositions in this and how to use the
"time-roads" in this way tekes up the bulk of the book. There is an odd feel to
this book, I kept wondering why the characters acted the way they did. The best
of the book is in its descriptions of the prehistoric times visited,
THE_PRISONER by Thomas M.Disch,Dennis Dobson.£4.25. Based on the TV series, this
has certainly got the same mysterious atmopshere, In the Village nothing is as
it seems and with the Prisoner, the reader wades through peculiarity ever
sndeavouring to reach reality. .As one would expect from this author the writing
standard is very high, :

CIRQUE by Terry Carr, Dennis Lobson,£4.25.This unusual novel is hard to put down.
Cirque is an Earth city several millenia in the [uture. It contains an Abyss into
which 811 refuse is thrown, it is a highly intriguine city that contains many
religions, We encounter it in the lime vhen it is visited by an alien and when

a Beast is climbing out of th® Abyss., Apart from the puzzle of what is to hzppen
next the author shows many characters who inhabit Cirque and through them introd
uces & wealth of imaginative background detail,

EARTHCHILD by Doris Piserchia,Dennis Dobson,£4,25.Reese is the last human on
Earth-all the other humans having fled to Mars, She shares the planet with two
aliens — Indigo who is a protoplasmic ocean gobbling up everything, and Emeroo

who looks after Reese. Thae story spans centurics and is one of the strangest I
have read, The personality of Reese is facinating, she is tough, objective, yet
sometimeg childish, Yecommended for originality.

THE WORLD ASUNDER by lan Vellace,Dennis Dobson,£4,25. The intricate plot switches
from 1952 to 2002 and back =gain. It takes concentration to keep tag of it all
but it is baesically asbout the fight between good and evil.

THE WORLD'S BEST SF o 3 edited by Donald h.Wollheim,Dennis Dobson.£4.95. This
has 10 stories. I Jliked best THE STORM; CF WINDHAVEN a logical eirtension of hang
gliding with some wonderful descriptive passages. Most hsunting wes GHILDREN OF
ALL AGES by P.J.Player which explorcs what would happen if a child never grew
up, As usnal'a good buy and a pgood mixture. S

FROSTHORLD & DREAMFIRE by John Morressy.Sidgwick & Jackson.£4 .95, Hraggellon is
the vlanet featured here ard the protsgonst is Hult of the Onhla tribe, a half-
human, Half-animal s;vcies. His tribe is extine due to sickness and so he has

to bargain with out-worlders to take him to another planct,He plans to persuads
other Onhla there to return with him and re-start his tribe. An interesting
concept but told in rather a flat style that drains away the drana.

THE INFINITY' BOY by Kate Wilhelm,Arrow Beoks.25p.318pp., 9 storirs all well
written but all very sad, Ingenicus ideas such as immortality beine found by the
medical profession who keep it a secrct, are at the centre of eacdh story. But
they sre sad, nct to be read at one sitting!
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SWORD OF ORLEY:hy Stewart Farrar.hrrow Paperbacks.5p.235pp. A vpsfebde research
team visit Orley to investigpte a ghost, Jana finds herself having njghtmares

of taking psrt in a Black Mass and this begings to edge into reality snd become
something she has to fight. Suspence well kept up,modern setting lends versimlitude
STAND ON ZANIZBAR:by John Brunmer,Arrow Faperbacks.£1.75.There are three strands to
this book - the main plot, the "context" and "the happening' world", They are
skillfully woven to show what 1ife could be like in the 21st century, There are
three main characters - Norman the negro, .a successfuly corporation man who finds
more rewarding work in Africa; Chad a sociclozist who detest$ this world; ani
lastly Donald, & sythesist whe is the most tragic. A most worthy HUGO winner,

THE VIEW FROM SERENDIP:by Arthur C Clarke PAN SF, 95p 237pp.hutobiographical -
covers what the author calls the three S's which have dominated his 1life -Space,
Serendip and the Sea. A series of articles that spans his meny interests from
deep-sea diving to .space research.Well written and intriguing.

CAFRICORN GAiES:by Robert Silverberg. PAN SF 80p 191pp.8 stories. The lead story
captures the atmosphere at a party in which young Nikki hopes to obtain the secret
of immortality. I was making heavy weather of the other stories, finding them too
abstract, when I dame to a story of the Jews who went to a new planet and how -~
their rellglon became transplanted among aliens.’ That, I thought very fine,
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THE ROAD TO CORLEY: ty Richard Cowper,PAN SF.80pl56pp. & 1,000 years into the
future persistant rain has divided Britain into seperate islends., The story «
concerns the struggle between the Church and followers of a new religion. This
struggle is witnersed by a team of researchers scanning the future, and one becomes
involved with a dying man. Beautifully written end with a quite heunting quality.
INVERTED WORLD:bvy Christopher Friest,PAN SF,.85p,25bpp. A highly original plot with
a real twist evd*ng The vorld that is described is a city that moves forward by
great exertion in a desperate attempt tc keep stability. A Future Surveyor of the
alien land thsi .traverese goes . + Dowm Past and so beging- to realise how strange
is the surroundings of his city. Powerfully descriptive writing.

ALL FLESII IS GRASS:ty Clifford D.Simek. Magnum Books, 95p 255pp.1 found this heart-
warming; the rciagonist iz very human and could never he called a hero. He lives
in a village wilch is suddenly cut off by an invisible bubble, Aliens have chosen .
his village to try and enter into patnership with humanity. Aliern contact theme
has never been better handled.

CLANSMAK OF ANDOR:By Andrew J,0ffutt, 90p 190pp. &n Barthman is given the chance to
have unlimited coventure by trensferring to the body of a man in another world.
This man is badly needed by his world but is dying. So Robert becomes Doralan

and enters into enough derring-do to setisfy any man, MAGNUM BOOKS.,

ACROYS & BILLICN YEARS:by Robert Silverberg,Magnum Books. 95p 249pp. & archeolog-
ical expedition find a "globe' which transmits informetion about. the "High Ones",
This starts off a search from nlanet .to planet as thgr become aware that there may
be some of this spscies left. There is a rather tedious love story, the interest
lies in watching the various species working together,

ASIMOV!S CHCICE:COMETS AND COMPUTERS: Magnum Books,95p.22lpp.a collection of 12
from the Asimov Magazine,i Rim Worlds story by Chandler, is followed by Aldiss with.
something neat and(good)expllclt However all”the stories are sharp and good and
there is a bonus in an article from Jack Williamson on WILL ACADEME KILL SF?

THE FUTURE MAKERS: edtd by Peter Haining:Magnum Books,9Cp.l174pp.8 stories and an
introduction, which explains that these are early stories of the writers chosen.
Leinster,ssimov,Sturgeon, Bradbury,feinlein,Clarke,Shekley and Aldiss. Splendid
examples to show how they went on to become our most famous writers,

THE WHITE DRAGON:By Anne McCaffrey.Sidgwick & Jackson,£5.95. 497pp. Someone named
Whelan has given this a beautiful cover devicting the most realistic picture of
dragon and wrider that I heve seen so far, Once again this author takes us to Pern
with an interesting story of a drzgon who was thought a runt, she is called Ruth
and is paired with Lord Jaxom. He is guite sure that Ruth is unique and begins to
disobey the rules'uy going back in time as well as between. a4ll those who have
enjoyed the nrevious bocks ‘about Pern will love this, and the author has widened
the story of Fern which promises more good books to come!

THE RAINS CF ERIDEN:by H.H,Hoover,Methuen Children's Books.£3,95.175pp. fimed at
the tcenager as there is quite a deal of biology packed in this story. Theo is a
blologist who befriends young Karen when Karen is orphaned. Together they are
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involved in puzzling out some of the alien animals they encountcr, Nicely paced,
STEPS OUT QF TIME:hy Eric Houghton.Methuen Children's Books. £3.65,160pp. & Time
story that has Jonathan as s loncly boy who finds a way into another hoy's life.
He finds himself in a fanily who trcet him os their son and becoming a boy ocuite
different from himself. Realistically told and with a freshness of style,
THE YEAR'S BRST FaNT.SY STCRIES:Serics No 4:Edtd by Lin Carter,DiW SF, $175 203pp
plus an appendix listing important fantasy literature of the year,1l stories,
Foul Anderson begins with an Icelandic sagy 2nd a8 new writer, Grail Undwin deligh
ted me with a Scottish elf story. i good collection mede notable by the inclusion
of Tenith Lea, . :
THE QUILLAN SECTOR: by E.C.Tubb.DAW SF,§1,50, 158op. Dumarest of Terra No 19. The
Cyclan are hot on the trail 1 " .. of Dumarest this time., One has to
admire the author's dexterity in kecping this serics going with such varied
;dvEntures for the hero.. s crash-landing into an alien ocean-is one of the high-
ights, - ’ :
WAR-GAMERS' WCRLD:by Hugh Walker ,DAW SF, 16Cpp. $1.50.” Basadon the Game: whigh' ¢
productd thi” fantagy plonct MaGIRL thiy offors full-Blooded alventure nnd. is .the
beginning .of .« sorics, . . B :

-

ChMELOT IN ORBIT:by Arthur H.Landis,DAW SF,%1.75. 175pp. Gelactic watchers called
the planet "Camelot" because on it magic worked. They send Kyrie to hel the
natives fight an alien who threatens chaos, Sword & sorcery with secicntific back-
ground makes this enjoyable for both types of readers.

PENDULUM:by &.E.Van Vogt,DAW SF,$}.,75. 158pp.8 storics, Full of the usual ingen-
uity but, confined as they are to short stories, much less confused plots as in
the novels, I liked best one which shows a littlc pirl learning to live with
androicds., '

GOLDEN SCOREICN:by hlan Burt Akers,DaW SF.$1,50, 207pp. No 18 in the Dray Prescott
series, This contoins a useful Glossary and is another turbulent adventure.
NIGHT!S MaSTER:by Tenith Lee, $1.75. 188pp,Heroic fantasy in a series of stories
featuring iLzhram the Prince of Demons whose delight is to torment mankind, Unique
and horrifying and powerful., Many images will haunt the reader.

WYST:ALASTOR 1716: by Jack Williamson, DAW SF, 51,95, 222pp. The plenet Wyst is

a kind of Utopia, Everything frec for 13 hours work per week, Jantiff arrives as
8 short-term visitor and finds it is not so oasy as all that! Flenty of detail
about the culture. Jantiff is not the usual swashbuckling hero which I enjoyed!
THE PIRATE OF WCHLD'S END:by Lin Carter,DhW SF.51.75. 173pp. The tale of Ganelon
Silvermane a genotically-created warrior. Sword & sorcery with panache.

THE WICKED CYBORG:by Ron Goulart, DLW SF. %$1,50. 156pp.The story of the Wicked
Uncle trying to cheat the youthful nephew is here transleted by Goulart into a
humerous futurc, Good plot ingenuity and plenty scatty characters,

THE KILLING MiCHINE:by Jack Vance,DaW SF, 31,75, 159pp, Sccond in the Demon
Princes novels., Good and cvil arc clesrly defined in this saga, with the hero now
in pusuit of Kokor Hekkus to the planet Thamber,

Z-STING:by Ian Wellace.DAW SF, 1,95, 222op. The 2-Sting is en ultimote peace
weapon, and peace has reigned for a century., WNow the war-votential is beginning
to rise seriously and actual use of the weapon would be cstastrophic., &Guite 2
dense plot, diverse characters, this one requires concentration,

THE SURVIVCRS;by Marion Zimmcr Bradley and Paul Edwin Zinner ,DAW SF,%1.95. 238pp
4 sequel to HUNTERS OF THE RED MCCM in which the three survivors of it are asked
to checlt out a Closcd World, The three characters aro likeable perticularly the
lizard-man wratak and his continual quotations and his ability to enjoy the
diversity of Cresation, :

CITY OF THE BEATS or WARRIORS OF MGaRS:by Michael Moorcock,DhiW SF. #1,50,160pp
These new editions of the books originslly published wnder a pen-name, have delight
ful intréductions hy thc author deseribing how they came about, They are strongly
in the Burroughs tradition and arc known as the Michael Kane scries, Ksne being
the man vho visits and adventurecs in Mars though a matter trarsmitter.

BLLGNCE OF PCWER:by Brian l,Stableford. DiW SF.$1.75.173pp. 5th in the DiEDALUS
serios, This time they find-a colony thet is barely hanging on and with no
desire to contact the aliens on a farther continent., So some of the crew go to
sec what is happoning therc and find a pretty stew of humans and aliens. Good
characterisations and terse dinlogue, Ho neat endings and so realistic.

aa
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ARY OF D.RKNESS:M.GIR: 11:by Hugh Wolker, DaW SF. $1,50.155pp. This follows
HaR-GaMERS VICRLD and continucs the story of the fentasy world Mapgira. If I have
got it right it is also a gomo that can be played by correspondance, and was
first started in Vionnsa, Shecr fantasy.
DESTH'S MASTER:by Tanith Lee,Dil SF, §1.95, 348pp. .igain this writer returns to
her timo when demons have power among wmen, This is the story of Uhlume,Death's
Magter, and how he affected meny human lives. .gain there are strong images thst
show 2 poworful imagination so that onc con call this truly epic fantaosy,
THE P.LiCE OF-LOVE:by Jack Vanco,D:iW SF. $1,75.176pp.Falushe is the third of the
Demon Frinees on the veageance list of Gerson, He is o littlc morc human in his
vice than the previocus two, but still somecne who richly deserves punishment, But
first Yersen has to find him and has quite a time tracking him down,
LORD OF THE SPIDERS or BL4LDES OF MLRS:by ‘Michael Moorcock,DiV SF,$1.5C,160pp,.This
is the continuation of the story of Michael Kane in which he returns to Mars and
to further difficultics and dangers,
THE FiR TRLVELLER:hy £, Bertram Chandler,DiW SF,%1,50,174pp. The FiR TRAVELLER is
a rich woman's storship constructed of gold, The Baroness wishes to visit and
study Lost Colonies and her computer, known as Big Sister, is more than capsble
of running the ship.However lew demands a human Captain, and Grimes finds it
necessary to take the post. Gocd plotting, tight story, and 2 very interesting
computer! -
IO RENFW THE .iGES:by Rgbert Coulson. L4SER BOOKS,95£.190pp. 4 after—the-holocaust
story set in N..umerica where the hero is a Scout who rides out into the Peadlands.
Here he meets Tamars, also & scout but from a matriarchy at snother settlement,
She reluctantly teams up with him-and then they discover a common cnemy -a deadly
mutaticn that lures its prey hy telepathy. Vi1l written and corrics the reader
along willingly. ' ‘
SHIP OF STRUNGERS:by Bob Shaw,PiN SF,8Cp.156pp, The SLRAFAND is 2 ghin which . ~1ts
charts new planets, it's computer is named Lesop amd the longest serving member

~ 1is Surgenor. It is through the eyss of Surgener that we follow the voyages and
some of them arc very hair-raising, Particularly the last onc when the ship
enters a pa vt of space that is imploding., Told without undue histriopics and
all thc morc impressive for that,
L.K.5:lt Cogmic Fable:by Rob Swigart.Magnum Books.95p.226vp, This is billed es a
richly comic novel; so the hero is nomed Lvery K.iugenbaluc, He is a mudti- -
talentod scientist and the story recounts the effeci of his talents on a group of
people. It is not unlike a Goulart story with sexuel exploits taking the pla:zs
of the-weird Goulart gadgets. I did not find it comical and found it far too

thick-edsed for true satire.: '
THE WER OF UIZiRDRY:by Juanita Coulson, Bollantine Books.%1.95.357pp. Wizardry is
the centre of thig story as it is the force behind the army invading the lands of
Krantin, It makes it nccessary in Krantin, for fiercly oprosing clzns to unite,
and we watch Denaer help in this peinful procedurs. Howevor, armics clone cannot
win nnd the Wed of Yizardry must -join in the battle, The landscapes and differing
culturcs are well described, Denscness in detail makes this one absorbing.
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Some DAW books came in as I started to run this of?, I will not have time to read
them all but here are the titles,.,

EXPLORERS CF GOR by John Norman. Ho 328, $#2.25. 464pp

1S4iC ASIMCV PRESENTS THE GRELTEST ST STORIES . No 320 $2.25. 432pp
MASTERS CF THE FIT or RiRRARLINS OF MLRS by Michacl Mooreock. No 33C, %1.50. 158pp
HELLO,LEMURIA HELLO.by Ron Goulart. No 331 #%1,50, 156pp

MESSENGER', CF DLRIGESS by Hugh Walker. No 332, §1.50 Magira 111

THE FaDED SUN:SHON'JIR by C.J.Cherryh. No 333. $1.45, 253vp

HERGIC FANTASY EQtd.G W.Pezgo & H,Reinhordt., No 334. $1.95, 320pp

i LIFE FOE KERGEW by Alsn Buast htors., No 335, $1.75. 215pp. Drzy Prescott Neo 19
SPACE OFERL by Jack Vance. No 336, #$1.75. 168pp

THE 1979 4NRUSL WCORLD'S BEST SF.Edtd.Donald Wollheim, No 337, $2.25. 268pp
SPACELING by Doris Piserchia, No 338. $1.75.239pp SF Book Club sclection.

CITY OF THE CHASCH by Jack Vence., No 339 §1.75. 156mp

ShGi OF LOST EARTHS by Emil Petaje. No 340. $1.95. 222pp

Ethel Lindsay, Juno 7th 1979
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: There are continunl remin’ers of the Past
about us, ond usuelly we live samons them end give them 1ittle thought. Some
traditions, indeed, are scurces of rea~surzncc and strength. But fron time to
time you'll encounter o cotelphrase, a linc in 2 bock, a joke that rips the 1lid
- of several hundreds or cven thousands of years, and shows us 2 living relic of
an cncient rfast. .

=“gverel yorrs z2go somctiing of the sort ccemrred during a conver-

sation with my brether, a »2m of ne morc thon » high sehnel cducation and a 20-
‘year men in the U.S.Ravy. llo was describing a .conversation with 2 chief petty
officer who was abcut to retire. Scone acked him wher: he wes geins to live
after he left tho Havy., He revlicd, ®I'm geing te toko an ancher over my shoulder
and wnlk inland until someonc nsks me, Sihat’s thot funy-lelliing Cishheek?? 4nd
I"1 scttle there.® Itlis a tersc stetencnt of how sick of the sca on old

sailor can get, ond why not? You'll finé wvirtuwally tho saic remark in the llth
book of the Odyssey. This story has probably becn vessed dowm from Fo'e'sl to
fo'c'sl for 3,00C years! '

. animal cells and children's countins gemcs arc also of
great antiguity. Serops of .frican len-ueros heve becn found in the ceunting
rhymes of black children in ameries, vhile some white children scem to use a fornm
of %Wolsh, My grandfather celle? his esttle and hogs in Latin:“Bos™ and "Suin™,
There is said to be an English sheep call:*Ovi! Ovilii{T wouldn't know fer sures
nesburs of my fa=mily would not atmit to !mowing cnyono who reiscd sheep. That
cattlemon-sheepman feud is not just o plot clemsnt in o vostern £ilmy it is a
living antagonism to this day,}

: Homan srerifice iz zomething found back in the
histories of »11 socictics, if you lock far cncugh, {Indced, in his sardenmic
Killing No harder, Edword Hysne orofosses to find clements of it in mocurn wers
and asscssinations .) I heve ayself taken part in s highly rituslized symbelic
act of cennibalisa -ond so has uvery reader of this article vhe vas raised a
Christian, +he late scicnec fiction writer Devid Mason once teold me a curicus
stery from Scoidldnd. It scoms that, several ycars age, the horring catch failed
on the east coast, Irayers werc send up in the caurches, but th: herring remain
ed ahgent. Finally, somcone recelled an oller tradition. One Lunday merning,
down on the bheach, four whitc horses were found with their throats cut, The
horeing came back on the following week ond a Church of Scot:land minister
rosiencd bis pulnit, soying thet if thet was all the progress Chfistianity had - -
made in Scotland in a thousand yoars, he was going to give up. “he return of
the {ish was geood luck fer scmchedy, becouse if the herses hzdn't “worked" we all
know what would have come next, '

“There arc still places in Surepe waerc the last
sheaf of the harvest is mede inte & Yicorn Dolly® ond threwm off o bridge or
othervise disposed of, This clearly comes [rom some ancient harvest ritual in
which & human being was the victim, HMuch of this was ciiminctod through the
werk of Christianity, which di¢ the right thinz for the wronz rersons. Christi-
anity, to judge: frcm the number of pecple who have been killed with its blessing,
has no ‘objection te¢ blecdshed., Put in the Christisn view, Jegus Christ was the
fipal and all-sufficiont sacrifice. If a priest of Cdin tied up 2 criminal and

)
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fhrew him into the Gdinsee, he was nol merely killing a man; Do wes denying the
centrnl belief of Christisnity an? thereforc sheuld be suporessed. -

_ o : o S .n apparcntly
innocent children's verse vrreserves a traditicn of humen sacrifice, ‘hat must
Londen Bridee be built of, ta¢ preserve it egainst dengers visible and invisiblc?
In the Dark isges everybody knew what had fo be Cone arainst the iatter - you
sccrificed 2 human-being whosc ghost would guard the building against ghostly
dengers, In practice a child would be grabhed off the streets - who would miss
it? ~ end immured ~live with o cendle and an cxe, to stand guard fer cternity.
(Herc cones o candle to light you to bed, and here ccmes a chonper to chop off
your hoad), Grisly relic¢s havé been found among the foundation stones of
Europe 'z older buildisgs: snd to this doy, construction werkers. will. tcll.you
that ¥Every building takes a life." o

' Onths arc anothzr ancicnt survival. Ten or

twelve centuries ago, my ancestors were baptized at the neint of a sword., Yet
in momonts of stress I will swear, og they did, By Thunder® It bas been cven
lepger since the fpreet Tuin Proilern’ were worshinpod and yoi MRy Geriini' is
still heard, I once hesrad n fesi_opulmwiricen selke 120 volts ocross twe fingors
and rin oup “Santisimn Chocha Ao la Virgen de Guadclupel® e wes actually invek-
ing wistover pre~Columbin fertility goddess got hersclf smugple into Christianity
disguised as the Virgin of Guadelupe. "Nuestra Scnora de 1a Luche®, the nursing
. maddona of the Phillippines, probably had a similar origin,

In other parts of the
world it is the same. 4n fmerican enthropologist once went into the hrtic and
reported that the "cat's cradle™ is a major art form among the Inuit(as Eskimos
are properly to be called) . ALfter you've mended hunting tackle and swepped
wives, therc is little else to do duripg the long hrtic nights. There were even
some "X-rated® cat's-Crodlc pstterns. "Then the old inuit informent began doing
patterns that represent various wild animals, fAfter deing wolves,musk-oxen, and
a few others, he presented a cat's-cradle which represented an animal which
doesn't live arcund here any more, I% was as big as a hill, covered with hair,
and had huge tusks,”

For the nation that led the Industrial Rev:lution, Great

Britein is singularly well stocked with reminders of ancient myths, For 35
centuries Stonehenge hes mystified onlockers, though the mystery scems at last
to have been solved. But 2t Cerne Lbbas, in Desetshire, is a figure that was
_old when Stonehonge was ycung. Out intc 2 hillside, and freshly outlined in
chalk every seven years since time immemorial, the Gernc Glant stands 55 meters
high, brandishes a sclub 36 metres long, and is pessessed of an erection that
measures 9 meters. The Giant was ablc to prescrve himself against the Furitans
in the 17th century and the Victorians in the 19th, and under the care of the
National Trust he now presides in spirit over Swinging Britein, showing that the
Wew Morality" is reslly very, very, old,

It weuld be hard to find a tradition -
that prescrves a yeot older memcry, and yot Great Britain has that too, The
Mabinogion is a collection of Welsh tales that seems to date from obout a thous-
and yecars ago. But there are older clements in many of them, traditional Keltic
myths grafied upon an firthurian framewcrk. Oneis "Branwen Daughter of Llyr",
which tells how King Bendigeidfran married his sister Branwen to the King of
Ireland., Learning how badly his sister is being treated in her new home, he
collecets an army to avenge this insult. M"Bendigeidfren and the host of which
we spoke sailed townrds Ircland, and in those deys the ddep water was not wide"
Eligabeth Jenkins, in The Mystery of King Arthur, calls this passage" s trace of
indéscribable antiquity®. There was indced a time when the Irish Sea was narro-
wer then it is piow, but thet was a time when peonle walked dry-shod from the
Seine to the Thames, and the Thames flowed into the Rhein. Some clements of the
tale of Bronwen apparently hark back to the last Ice Age,

We pride ourselves that
we have put the grimmer relics of the past behind us. And in wmany respects we
are right to do so. Whatever the motives of Christianity ia suppressing human
sacrifices, it was risht to do so, Cannibalism is no more, even in Folynesia,
The laying of cornerstoncs is now a minor civie duty of mayors, complcte with
¢khmpagne and elecetioneering, But from time to time, the mythic past makes
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itself known, 4&bout twenty years ago, the old BEnglish ballad "The Tgir Maid ef
York!, also called "Down by the Greenwood Side'jsurfaced in the dull ard respec-
table city of Syracuse, New York. In that song, an inconveiently imprégnated
woman sneaks out into the woods to beer twin sons, and then -stabs them and leaves
t@em there, Precisely that happened in Syracuse, save that one of the babies
lived, 'and the retribution.took plave not in an-apparition of the boy's spirits
but in the courts of the State of New York, ‘ LC '

John Boardman.
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STARSHIP (formerly ALGOL)

Issue No 34(Vol,l6.no 2} is dated Spring 1979.

Colour cover by Carl Lundgren, Editorial by Andrew Forter in which he begs
“subscribers to remember to notify himwhen they move, Jack Williamson writes
SF AND 1 an excellent autobiography which alsoe tells of the early days of SF.
blexei and Cory. Panshin write about John W,Campbell. There is an interview with
Vonda A.McIntyre in which she is particularly interesting in (lilscussing the
problems of feminine authors, Film review column by Robert Stevart, Vincent
DiFate. has good advice in his colwmn for artists approasching the professional
£d€1d,Frederick Pohl, another regular columnist, always has something construct-
ive to say about science fiction. The novels of G.J.Cherryh are considered by
Patrick McGuire and this is followed by the deservedly popular LUICFF'S BOCOK
WEEK, a column of book reviews by Richard Lupoff, The Readers Letter's section
.is well filled with much discussjon of the previous issue lead article, This
wasSusan Wood's WOMEN AND SF, I m glad to say that the letters are mostly '+
thoughful and challenging. .
There is a supplement in this &ssue called SF CHRONICLE which gives up=to-
. date news of the science fiction world,particularly the professional publishing
end of it. This will be sold at 50¢ per copy and will be published quarterly.

Yoy may obtain STARSHIP, ‘vhich is also published quarterly, by suhseription,
USh 1 year $8 write to STARSHIF Magezine, PO Box 4175, New York,N.Y.1C0L7,
European 1 year 18DM.Write to and make Checks payable to Waldemar Kumming,
Herzogspitalstr.5, D=-80CC Munchen 2,¥.Germany. o
British < year £4,75p. Write to and make cheques payable to Ethel Lindsay
69 Barry Road, Carnoustie,Angus DD7 7QQ

STARSHIP.......THE MAGAZINE AROUT SCIENCE FICTION!

Back issue are available direct from the editor, T¥sue still in stock run
from No 25 to 33.



being comments on fanzines received......

Last issue I corelessly put a Canadian fanzinc among the sAmerican group,
of all people I should not have made that mistake! So as an apologia I list the
Canadian fanzines first this time:
DNG: From:Victoria Wayne & Taral ,PC Box 156,Stn.D, Toronto.Ont, MéP 3J8. L News-
,zine, mostly Uanadion news or of friends. ilso has zine reviews.
SCHMAG:No 2:From:Michael S.Hall,8833-92St,,Edmonton,slberta. T6C 3P9,Sample
evailablc on rcquest.Fersonalzine deseribing cons, meetings and porties, 4
pleasant atmosvhere but the cditor is ant tec 2vologise toe much for his opinions,
Handsome production and artwork. .
Z0SMi:No 12:From:Steve Yecrge,9s Brock St.,Winnipeg.Man.R3N 0Y4.$3 ver year.
Pretty much » personalzine too, but mcre reviews of bhooks and films., Some letters
in erticle by Tim Ender is a bitter shert diatribe on Christmes present-giving.
VOLTA:No 5:From: Daniel F,Forr,R,R.No 8,Dunnville,Ont, Nl& 2W7.Trade etc.'l buck"
This calls itself 2 crudzine and it is rather haphozard in presentation. The
editor scys he is changing direction in his zine aims.Mostly reviews an? letters,
SIMULACRUM:No 8:From:Victoria Wayne, address above.$2.50{%3 overseas).The prod-
uction of this is imnececable with marvellous artwork. ‘lere is cnother editor
wanting to change direction frem a genzine to 2 fannish zine HC RIBLE ECCLOGY
STCRIES by Don D'ammassa is amusing as he waxes sarcastic over some horrible bocks
It gets more serious though with Ben Indict describing author's use of New York
as a locale for disasters and iAngus Taylor writing about Post-Industrialism, One
can sympathise with Victoria when she complains that typing serious material is
too like work., However she must have had fun with tho next lot of cartcons on
ways of destroying Tokyo. I was less hepoy with Lngys Taylor's 'fannish' item as
it was rather limp. But then, what is fonnish writing?
REQUIEM:Nos 2/&25:From:Norbert Spehnecr,1085 St-Jcan,Lonaueil F.Q,Canada J4H 223.
$2, 4 particulsrly handsome zine cntirely in French, Very vrofessional in ’
material covering the SF field.
There is an advert here for SCIENCE FICTICN STUDIES obviously s scholarly : mag-
azine from R.M,Philmus,Pept.of English,Loyola Campus,Concordia U.'ontrezsl.P.Q.
Canada H4B 1R6. Write there for details, '

Now for Australian zines...

SPECTRE:No 1:From:Perry Middlemiss,FC Box 98,Rundle St,,Adclaide 5000, 5C£, Good
interview with Susen Wood particularly when she describes her cxgeriences'ns a
teachcr of SF at University. John Alderson discovers that Thg. Oarlyle in 1831
invented time-travel and boasts that he was Scottish,,Good revicws. Brian Mancer
tries to figure out why so many zines never get past a second issue.(my thecory
is few are content with little reaction)Goed gcnzine this, largely serious content,
ORNITHOPTRL:No 3:From:Leigh Edmonds,FO Box 103, Brunswieck,Victoria,3056,Fapazine,
This one has a largely humsrous basc in addition to being well-written,l found it
highly enjoyable,
DIFPING INTC ANZAFL .Pert 1:From:Leigh Edmunds, address above. inzapa is now 10
years old and this is a selection from its early mailings. & formidable under~
taking, .,10Vpp! It storts off well with John Bangsund in top form and it contains
most of the good writers whe have appearcd in asustralien fondom such as John
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Brosnan, 3ruce Gillespie,John Foyster,Bric Lindsay, etc.This has, in addition, a
checklist of mailimgs, hendy for the historiay,

S0 now to the US of L..... _
YESTWINDGYego2Y , B3pRE6 tEyDACOL 79th PL,,NE,Kirklend,Ws 98033 ,Newszine of theNorth-
west SF Society.Mainly concerncd with their bidding for the 81 Worldcon, I am
intcrested as this is the year I hope to go te the US, This proupsiem a lively
lot who have plenty mectings ond activity going, They alsoc put on the Norwestcons.
DE_PROFUNDIS:Nos 101-106:From:Leigh Strother-Vien,7107 YWoodmsn 4ve,,No 10,Van
Nuys,Cal ,91405 .Newsletter of Los angeles SF Socicty.§3 per year, some trades. 4
fzscinating glimpse into the hich voltage activitics of the most sctive SF club
anywhere, Good news roundup toco, '

DAGON:Nos 181-197:From:John Boardmen,23/ E.19th St,,Brooklyn.N,York,11226. This
is an LPA-Q zine.hlways interesting as John hes wide interegtg I enjoyed his com-
ments on the DiRKOVER serics, his contrasting & Wells and T.H.Whitc, and his many
estringnent comments on today's hoppenings,

TuNTRUM :No 1:From:Bruce Felz,15931 Kalisher St,,Granada Hills,Cal.91344.Personal
zine which gives sn ahsorbinz nicture of Loscon 5-the modcl of what @ con report
~shoutd be, * £ wish Bruce would wublish mre, i ' :

Don Miller(that publishing prkenomena)12315 Judson Hd,,Wheaton,Meryland, 20906 has
sent THE GM3 NEWSLETTER:Nos 8-10, which has publishing news, rcvicws and co¥ers
a wide fi8ld from sf to mystery.30é cach, THE GMS REVIZW:No 3 which contains
longer reviews mainly mystery though his ficld rcally is wide, 304, THE SF .ND F
NEWSLETTER:¥c 8 which hegs mainly publishine and medin ncws with sf reviews. 304
and lastly(for the moment anywoy)THE SF & T INFCRULNT:No 22 which is thicker than
the others{60€)not only lists cverything in the ST field but hes revicws also.
411 arc invaluable to the 5T ond wystery reader.

ALPHiy, CENTUR,:lfo 11:From: Owen K.Louricn,1609 Home,NE,i}buguerque,! .Memico,87106
This comes from a SF club wvith # ‘tor Trek emphssis, They are looking for trades,
Features short articles, somc fiction ond revieuvs. Hether slisht, nromicing tho,
THE PURFLE ZRCCaSTINALTCR:No 8:From:Richerd Llcwcllyn,FO Daraver BP,Cullowhee, N,
Carolinia 28723, One of the fow spirit dugicator zines I heve seon in ages!
Here is a fanzine editor who has token up volleyball and it has scduced him from
fanediting! There are sc mony things that cen interest us it is = wonder we don't
lose more in this way, . ,

TEE SCIENCE FICTICN VCTLRY:lo 4:FreomsSteve Verram,292C ieridian 3t,,Dsllingham,Wa , .
98225,n0 price, I think hc wants trodes, liostly letters and revicws and rather
dull, Still it has ap amusing cover.

STEFINT.SY :No 34:From:William M.Danncr,R.D,1,Renncrdell, P, 16374,8i11 centinues
with exterps from SCIENTIFIC .2ERICHE and this time hos a long onc frea 1908 by a
girl of 12 theorising sbout thunderstorms, she hnd a fantastic vocobulary for her
age. Good lctter column ¢11 participents having firm opinions and fine a2t putting
~over their viswpoint, Still the only privetely printed zine donc with loving care,
QUINAPALUS:lo 2:From:il,k.Digre,1902 3.4th ave,,Ne 1i,Minncapolis,MN 554C4. 504

o hoopy zine thet focls around without being fcclish, Terry :wughcs writes a piece
of fan fiction - the typc I thoucht had diseppecarced fer good, However another
long piceo by “Mark Twain® I skipped because it used tie mock "In yo heat of ye
talk Naught doth so befit ye® typc of dialoguc Irom which I flee..ye,ye.

SPLNG BLA4H:No 19:From:iJon Howard Finder, ¥C Box 428,Lathom,NY, 12110, 50p, This
is 2 special issuz conlninine the cortoon work of Jim Barker, Vﬁxy impressive
full page certocns that are really funny and on cxcellent cartoon-~strip, Well
~worth the money .

MONGQOSE : Mo 2/3:From Scth Goldborg,c/C Dept.of Chemistry,BRilger Hall,Univ.of
Hawaii,Honolulu HI 96822.51.25.Intcresting article abeul working in = bockstore
by Kot Kan, snd the trisls of trvine to get SF on the shelves, i.s a zine that is
Just rcally getting started this is very good, lotters are o mixed bunch, but
tarticles cre nicely bolances, Lvailable fer trade,

FANT.SY oMATEUR Thic comes from the Official Lditor who is recruiting among
British fans to c¢ntor FaPh, If intercsted he ic Herry Andruschalc,$933 N,Rosemead
No 31,3an Gabricl Cal, 91775,

PRETENTIOUS JCIENC: FICTION QUARTERLY :No 2:Ffrom:Michacl Ward,Box 1496, Cupertino,
CA 95014.41.50. = fine article by thc editor on the work of Suzy licKee Charnas is
folloved by an articlc on Sf pames. There is an equally valuable article on the
GCR rovels and the lettor column is of high stondnrd, I hope I scc nmore of this
zine, 1'd like to know what comes noxt,
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SKUG:No 3:From:Gary S.Mottingly,864B Haight,Sen Froncisco,Cel,94117.No price,
The first helf (26pp)is written by the editor who describes whot it is like to
meve to San Froancisco yhe then gees on to o varicty of othor subjcets, It began
te eppoar menotoncus which puzzled me until I figured out that it was because of
his writing style. Ho uses a lot of short scentences thnt give it a staccato
gquality., The latter half consists of lcttcrs wnich are well varied,
L6ST KaROSS:No 38:From:Linda E.Bushyager,1614 E . I am roally sed to sce this
excellent newszine go, but heartencd by news thot Linde moy well publish again
later but in o different format, .. lot of this is ortwerk as she cleored out
her filcs and so there is 2 let of poed stuff, 4s usuel her listing of cons thot
can ho attended is guwcsome~thore are about 3 or 4 overy month of the year!
FLNHISTORICH:No 8:From:Joseph D.Siclari, 2201 N.E.A5th St,,Lighthouse Point,FLA
33064, $1.This reprints from fanzines some good materiel that has appcared down
the years, Fanzines can be sc cphemeral and cellcetors are already pushing up the
prices fer early ones that this is useful. This .fecatures Willis,Tucker and
Ted White. tain item is the first papt of .LH SWEET IDIOCY by F.Towner Laney -
the fascinating story of a fan who became toc immersed in fandom,
MOTh:Nos 26@27:From:Terry Hughes./739 Washington Blwd,,hrlington,Vii 22205, 1 or
trade, Terry nicely conveys the trepidation that goes along with the honour of
giving a speech when he describes his stint as GOH, Bob Shaw once asgain entertains
and Terry's own sense of humour conmunicates itself to the readers. I heve just
giggled at a letter from Bob Pavlat..all these years I never kncw he could be so
comical! No 27 has Peter Robert's TAFF Roport Chapters 5@6, they are excellent
and, one should hope, will stimulate the publicstion of mors such reports..
JiNU3:No 12/13:Fromic/o 8F3,Box 1624,Medison,WI 54701. $1 but $2 for this double
igsue . Bditors Janice Bogsrad and Jeanne Gomoll, While the producticn is very good
the typc is just teo smell to be comfortable, Semuel Delaney writes on what is
attractive about sf-he says academics are attrcated beceuse it is a comparitively
srall and thorefore knowable field.There are a further 8 articles which disscet
sf followed by a few zine reviews, some good con revorts, film reviews(the most
choerful oifering)and letters. The letters arc concerned with ¥feminist" cons
and the Equel Rights Amendment. On the whole a 'serious' zine, but some highly
humerous cartcens are ~lways featured, I find this 2 must' to 2llow me to keep
up with the lotest in femme fandom,
Y,NDRO:Nos 245&2/6:From Robert & Juanita Coulson,Route 3,Hartford City,IN 47343
75€ or 4Cp.British ligent:ilan Dodd,77 Stansetad Rd.,Hoddesden,Herts.  Reading .
Juanita's column brought, the thought to my mind -long before 'feminism' became
fashionahle she had equal status with her husband on ¥, and this has been.some-
thing that I have always taken for granted! Buck writes affectionately of his
Fether who died recently,»nd describes how he acquired so many of his Father's
independent attitudes., Sandra Miesal does o lovely parcdy of Buck's novel TO
RENEW THE 4LGES, even if you haven't read the bock this is still funny. ..s always
a stimulating fanzine, _
SF_REVIEWS:Nos 28&29:From:Richard E.Geis,PC Box 11408,Fortland,OR, 97211, $1,5C,
I enjoyed the transcript of a speech by Damon Knight in which he impresses on us
the nced to keep our scepticism, There is an interview with C.J.Cherryh where she
mentions her difficulty at first in presenting male characters, So maybc we '
should not blame male authors too much for all those cardboard women, In 20 there
are two more informative interviews with John Brunner and Michael Moorcock. The
end of Dick's own story ONE IMMORT.LL MaN came, I found it riveting if gruesome!
Extensive reviews are a highlight of this zine. .

- so now I come to oor ain folk.,.. A,
SELMONSTERS :Nos 2%3:From: Simone Walsh,7z2 Lawrence Rd,,Ealing,London W5 4Xj.for
tarde, letter, or show of interest. Simone has the knack of good descriptive
narrative which gives this zine a good head start, Next best item came from Chris.
natkinson describing her first visit to an fimericon con, D.West has a con report
that makes it 21l sound rather drecary; I suppose hc did cnjoy him-~elf, Chris Priest
has an cnetrteining article as he knows just how much to exaggerate.Still I would
have liked a straight report on his deelings with the R"RC, It is 2 constant puzzle
to me why our established writers are used so rarely there, apart from a few -
panels where they are often wasted.This zine gets botter every issue,
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HiBU:Nos 6&7:Fromsian Maule,5 Beaconsficld Rd,,New Malden,Surrcy.£T3 AHY .Trades
Ian is comnloinineg about the Cne Tun being swamped by Dr Who and Trak fans, so 1
guess I am not missing anything there.John Brosnan describes the Writers Confevr-
ence in Dublin, he can be scathing in ecriticism but, unlikec some, uses a scalpel
not a2 bludgesn and alweys with humour, Letter cclumn discussing use of Fan Room
is good. Many take exception to Joseph Nicholls' who criticises fanzines, I find
myself hempered by thinking he is the Nicholls of the SF Feundaticn,.fnndom can
be confusing with a bad momory like mine! My meoin fecling about his columns is
ghati?he'usc of the phrase FiNDOM IS JUST .. GODNLM HORRY ought to be rovived just
or him, .
WalF:Nos 2%3:From:Tom i,Jones,39 Ripplcsmerc, Bracknell,Berks ,RG12 3@Q4.Tades, -
I fornd Mo 2 confusing as it was often impossible tc know whe was writing, I
puzzled out Mary Lons writing about her snow-in and somgone wrotc about s trip to
Teeland, Fe 3 at leoast gives o contents table hut onc still gets ¢ scrapry impre |
ssion, lLpparently it is deliberate as Tom wants to got away from a ceonventional
formet. Z lets me know that it was Tom who went to Iceland,
GRCK:No 5:From:Science Fiction Socicty,U.M,I.3.T. Union,U.+.1.3.T.,FC Box 88,
Sackville St.,#snchester M60 100,54 clubrincfrom I guess the Univ.of Manchester.
The abhreviation UMIST is not c.wlained, Mainly fiction with somc club news, I
don't rcad nmateur fiction, hevc enough to do kecwine up with the professional.
This zin. could do with mere zrticles.
CHECKPCINT :¥os 92,93,94:From:Feter Roberts,c/o 38 Oakland Dr.,Dawlish,Devon.5/50p
or selected trades. Newszinc, 2ll.events cfficiently reported.Lots of terse
zine reviews, book reviews are longer, heth done well. K
TWYLL, DDU:Nos 14%15:From:Dave Langford,22 Northumberland Lve.,Reading, Berks,RG2 .
"TEW, 25b or trade.Sece the letter celumn for Dave's comments on my mispelling...’
iz has two gord cartoon covers, one from Harry Bell end t'cther from Jim Barker.
Dove hes 2 noot way of givine a Sillicon report reminded me of Boya Racburn's
DER2.TICRS, n high compliment! The same irreverent nnd humerous anproceh is
there combined with » heap of knewledpe about varicus fans, . cheerful personal
zine that I reslly cnjoyed, :
The_Wrinkled Shrew:Ne 8:From:Pat & Graham Charnock,4 Fletcher Rd.,London.W4 BLY
Good contributers - Terry iuches,Robert leldstcek and the Charnocks themselves
wvho ennboth writc well and present plenscnt . ditrrirl nersenclitics.
SMALI, FRIENDLY DCG:iNo 16:From:Cas ..nd Skel,25 Bewland Close,0ffcrion,Stockport
Cheshire,3K2 5NW, Wcll, that's whet they say but I weuldn't trust the FC thai
much mysclf and would advise using their full name of Skelten for mail, Diary-
type zinc thet flaegs here and there hut on the whole comes undoer the title of a
gocd (double)personal-zine, There is @& sober lcttcr on feminiss in fandom from
Fli Cnhen and Skel answers itin the somevein and admits te feoling guilty. Ln
intercsting cxchange. .
CLNNETSCRLPRCCK :No 6:Frem:Edited by Ritchic Smith, lotters a2nd trades te ondy
Firth,1€5 Osbourne Rd.,Jesmond,lieweastle-upen-Tyne, Ritchic Smith cn fonzines is
followed by lan Willimas cn his lidrarinn werk, koyin Wi'liams describes THE
SF YE.RBOCK and is emusing about te fans recacticn to it, as o clubzine the
standard e¢f materisl is high, reprccductien is vocr,
‘MiLFUNCTION:No 12:From:Fete K.Fresferd,Ty-Cuyn,liaxwell Clnse,Buckley,Clwyd Ny
Wales. Petor defends his numercus types and pocr sentence constructicn by peoint-
ing out that 'maybe I didn't learn gocd {nglish"...this is a perscnalzine ond his
enioyment of it is what matters. Considering hew littlc eriticism I have listened
to over the ycars, I am hardly in @ positicn te argue his attitude! The centent
matter is guite goed. ilter the description of his schacling I founc myself
curtous 2s te what line of work he oventutlly cntercd, What do you suppese
people do in Wales-apart from bescing British Steel? '
LRENA:No 8:From:Gooff Rippington,15 fueens hve,,Conterbury,fent.CT2 8sY, 5Cp
Soricus srticles on SF by such as 8rian Stableford,Dick Lupoff,Chris Evans and
iingus Taylor, Slsc »n interview with Vonneput. “cvicw scetion is exccllent,
The lotter cclumn shows that suthors sre interested in coament on their work and
will respend, sometimes in great length!l Yerth the money.
KNOCKZRS FROM NEFTUNE:No 6:Fromsiiike & fat Meara,6l Borrounsh Rd,,Sponden,Derby
DE2 7QH.Nostly lctters and the cditors respence sc of varyvine intcrcst., They
surport the idea of holdins ancther Yastercon in a University savinz that
Manchester should not be locked upen es typical. Well Liverpecl is cortainly
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vastly better, wash-bosins in every roem, waitress service and pocd feed.ilso o
nice bar,

FuNZINE FLILTICUB QUARTERLY :From:Xeith & Rosemary Walker,2 Daisy dank, Quernmore
Rd,,Lencaster,bancs, Tanzine rovicws which I've 2lways enjcycd but the repro-
dicticon had been prcr, This time they have triod Yerom which is ceértianly clearcr
- but, of course, very small, They heve also publishe SF FILD FLHT.STICL No 1

. which gives the cast and a synopsis of each f£ilm - four deno in depth 2nd an

Index commenced,sheuld be a useful reforence zine, L

IIE CIPERILL TIMES:No 6:From:illen J,Boyd-Newton,The Catchouso,Cocmbe Flerey,

Via Taunton,Somerset, 15p.Continucs a serics en hew I diseevered SP frem vorious

fans. There arc olso bock reviews, ond an ¢ ardiele on Time-Travel in SF, 4L

clubzine, “ ' '

PERTARLIQN:Hc 3:From:S.W Higrins,18 St austell Gve,,Tyldesley ,Manchester M29 7FY

5/51.5diter Steve is o new fon and hevine seme difficulty with on editerial. He

also gives & Novacon report and follews fashien deseribing how he foels rather
than vhat hc sees, The cover has 2 great picturc of o fen sound aslcep at a cop,

THE PANELCLOGIST :No 10:From:Geerge Barnett,3 Coleferd Bridge Rd.,Mytchett,Gamberlay

Surrey,CU16 6DH.10p., T sce tho argumert about fominism has ercot intc ecmics fan-

dom too! VYery ncat this ond with lots of nows for the comios fan,

FaNT.:SY TR.DER:No 35:Frem:Gez Kelly, 34 Heworth Hall Dr,,¥ork Y03 oli:, 5p idverts
And art:cles Ior the fantasy fon, o
cu : Some catalogues,,.

FiNT..SY CENTRE, 43 Station Bd,,Harlésden,London, NW10 4AUP, Sf in hord ond naperback
geed selection,prices reasonable, Monthly cstalocues, _

THE CKYRuCE FiNTLSY TRLDER:frem Ron ennctt,36 Harlew Park Crescent,Haccrogate
'HG2 0aW.N,Yorkshire, 6/51, Sf plus coemies,pulps,cinema. .full range.Enlivencd by
“an article from Ron telling of weird beekshops in various parts of the werld.,

Forward to the Stars Ltd,57 Lynwocd Ave.,Glayton—la-Mocrs,Nr.accrington.Lancs.

SF and Fantasy paperbooks, plus bocks con th Cinema, '

B, NTLSTOMFDWAY)Ltd, 39 West Street,Wisbech,Cambs,PE]3 2LX Monthly catalcgues from

Ken Slater whc alunys includes n news pare of publishing data, The largest catalogue

that comes in here, very comprehensive, a

FERRET FuliTuSY LTD, 27 Beecheroft Rd.,Upper Totting,Londen SYW17 73X, This one cevers

fantasy, SF and detoctive novels, Hardbacks usually rere and first cditions,details

of cach becek make foscinating reading for the collcetor;

-~ and sc 1o the BSFL,.. quitc a bundle,., :
VECTOR:Nos 90-92:0fficial organ of the BSF.,Editor:Davigd Wingrove, /, Holmside Ceurt,
Hightingale Lane,London,SW12 8T...75p. Neo 90 has =n interviow with Frod,Pchl, an
article by Brizn Stebleford, reviews snd letters discursing SF, No 91 is a Bcb
Shaw special issue; his fiction is roviewed by James Corley and there is a long
intervicw with Bob, 92 has an interview with Richard Cowper(wes amrzed t lesrn
he'd had bocks turned down in the US as "too literate" )ond the fiction of Cogper
is covered by David Wingrove. Reviews are, copious in each issue, With them come
Supplements which 2lso have reviews and letters and lists of tho BSFh4 awards.’lso
with cach mailing is FAPERBACK FARLOUR lists most pbs that are published. The )
last that comes frem the BSFL is MATRIX now being edited by John & Eve Harvey,It
soems ruch morc efficient, Committee jobs are expleined (and I hope that evervone
realises they are unpnid), The services being cffercd are g tting wider as clubs
are being described and useful bookshops being listed, Outside contributicns vory
- there is a Novacon report from Yave Langford I thought pecr, not his usunl stan—
dard; but Chris Pricst has o useful article fer budding writoers,Vory worthwhile,

Row for some foreign-lanpuage zines. .

OCTi-MAG.. 2INE:No 11 :From:Calude Dumont{editor),College Nemurois D'ianticipation

Scientifique,B.P, 29 4 Nemur 2,Bclgique.Fiction, articles,poctry,crssuerd puzzle!
F.NDOM:From:Francis Valery B.F.C6, 33620,Cavignac.France. . ncuszine that lists

many fanzines ard on ariicle WHITHER F..KDOM? .

4EuLOC:Nos 3:From:Rrenar Fyri,Solliveien 37,N 1370 asker,Norwey, This one is in
English cnd coniists of letters and comments unen them by the editor, I have
ancther issue herc which is full of fun =nd obvicusly the issue that brought fortk
so many letters frem British fondem. Please trade vour zines with this ono, it is
a highly vreiscworthy offort,

UNIFuN:No 2:Frbm:Ellen federsen 2 iliels Dalgoord, Tohubchu Fress,Horsckildevej 13,
iv er3,DK~2500 Valby,Denmark. Trades wantoed, Has a Kelly Freas cover! They first
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tell us of the difficulties of vutting on a Burccon nn' then describe one held in
Brussels. It is goed@ the way the Buromean fins are trying net to let the cons
become divided betweon east and west, but tc maintoin communication betwcen both.
This hes a lopg piece of fictien and nlso nn enlightening article on Sf in .
Yugoslavia, Yo trade. = ~

With these thc huge pile that: threatencd to fnll cver has been cleared
but of gourse gzines still come in and I shell -comment -upon thom until the last
minute beforc publieation.., o . T : :
DRELM VENDOR:No 3:From:ilan C.¥nnderecck,4s Glen Rd,,Ne 1009,Hamilten,Ortario
L8S /N2,Conada, 50€ or 25p or trade, Bxcellent perscnalzine as 4lin con describe
well what he sees; in partipular his Skycen repcrt gives a gecd picture of the .
activities., He is intercstad in films and discusses them,
GEGENSHEIN:FromEric Lindsay,6 Hillerest Live,,Faulconbridge, 2776.sustralia,Trade
etc, Bric has been sway for 5 months and commendaBly goes through his mail -~ so
this is letters and his replies, He also catches up on book &and zine reviews. 2
issues, One of the good writers in hustralia, always with an original viewpoint,
MOONSHINE:No 46:From:June & Len Moffatt,Box 4456,Downey,¥al,90241 .Fapazine with
a few extra to friends, The mejor port of this is taken up with a - trip report by
June, To anyone interested in theAmericen way of living this is very worthwhile
as June giveg detail in her descripticns and they travelled quite a bit., The
various eating-places described made me feel hungry)
CULLOMIEE:¥o 5:From:Richard Llewellyn,FC Drawer BP,Culowhee,N.Carolina,28723.A
good item is discussing the award winners both HUGO and Nebula of 1978. Reviews
of books, films, and zines. Editor too engrossed in his production to tell much
about himself. ' ’
GIANT WOMBO:No 1:From:Leigh Edmonds & Valma Brown,lFC Box 1063, Brunswiclk,Vict,3056
AUSTRALIA .Urbanely enusing, with nice variety. bush-walking(! izhly instructive
about Australia)how-to.-ho-a-convention-trecasuere(most sensibly written) and Valma
giving an excellent review of a book about battered wives. Hm,.not tnat the last
was amusing, thet was written from the heart! o
VALMAPA :come with the above and was also pleasant to read, in fact I was sorry.dt
was so short as was becoring absorbed in a description of Canberra o
XENOLITH:No 1:2nd series.From;Bill Bowers,IC Sox 3157,Cincinnati,Ohio,45201°/1.50
En excellent genzine that also has a strons ecitorisl personality. Contribu?ers
are good includinz, as they do, Foul Andorson and William Rotsler, Yas surpised -
to learn how many pseudonyns Rotsler writes under. As usual from Bili, there is
beautiful reproduciion and artwerk, Only quibble, . Bill writes about puttine on
World Conventions but so nebulously I don't understand what he is getting at.
DAGON%Nos 198--203:From John Soardman who has been busy again, Entertaining as
usual but I enjoyed most o strin cartoen he erclosed, Called HAGAR T L HORRIPLE
it shows two Norrzemen invading England ir heavy rain, Soys one This your first
reid?% the second says Pieah,.tel? me are the ¥nrlish touzh?t The first one
replies ¥Let me ot it this way..they live herel" o .
RECUIEL:No 26:Showins that this one continues very rerularly, 1 wislh. I could read
the language thers = pears to be an srticle on “arlan Ellison,
LES SPIMGE:No 33:From:Derroll Fardoc,3® Sondown Lanc,Liverpool,L.5 41U, Some sage
thoughts from ™ -« Darrrll en “elitisd” en? ccnventicens. Ro particpates by prod-
ucing some sexist auotas that nced no conment!
FANTAST MEDWAY CATALCGUE.May issue:From:lon Slater,39 West St Wisbech,Cambs,PEL3 [vu-,
21x. Once a fanzine editer, always ¢ frnzine cditor..this issuc has Ken giving
lots of news notos, and even giving 2 con report, Thore is one on Yorkcon from
Jeyce Meins, but Ken's on the sntwerp con wos better. ilso lots of goodles for
sale at recsonsble prices,

Ethel Lindsay


sorry.it
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Dave Langford, ' "l sece that once again your impldceble

22 Northumberland hve,, Sottishness(oh! forgive me--what on unfeir
Readis + Perks .RG2 7PW misprint)Scottishness hos converted my zine

title Twll-Ddu to Twyll Dhu as in the skean-
dhu with vhich I understand 11 true Scots
clean haggis fragments from their teeth.,..
Scricusly, the title is suoposed to be from
‘Yelsh, Not very gocd Welsh, but even werse

Scots. .. Never mind, it's nt lcost récognisable
unlike somc of the varisnts like Twiddley-doc
which I suffered,.,"***I wish all my typos.
brocught such an amusine rosponce |#%%

Pamela Boal, There is sc¢ much nretentious nonsonse tallked

4 Westfield Vey, . ebout poctry but I agree with your besic con-
Charlten Heights, tention, 2 prem should say semcthing, I also
Wantage .Cxon. think “ctjeemen was right in one respect when
CYX12 75 ‘ he seid thet you can't write freo form until

. . you know and have mestered what you seek to be

Panela wiites that foems frec from, . Hceray for ycur n*titude te reire-

"?’\0"“\1\‘ g'\'ju) . ‘0,\ ment,  Yes, not a time for stooning but a time
g&\neﬂ\lv\%\ be ik Sad or 4%, pl. poineg off in Airections that you hodn't
the time for whilst werking fer your erust, I

1) hdoVaﬁ'fTQﬂ_ @Fﬁ““éz , have the henour tc be asked to telk to various
\¢ S0, alas groups, particularly the «lerly in day centres
[} . .
e M ovnine Frankly they often moke me sick ot heort, all
Uo%fﬁ dow ¥ those lovely people &llowine scciety to tell

. ) them they rre c¢ld. I-tell them nc one should
ever mentally retire, just chonge geers, If 1ife becomes more rhysically T
difficult, 2s it “ces feor meny, I tcll them there are ways rcund such problems if
they will cnly believc and leck for them.! ***I think it is sc sad the number of
people whese enjoyment of life is boun? by their physiesl ability. Usuelly they
have never foun® that resding is enjoyable...they érvate this with schoel, studyine,
work., I used tc believe that it was only peorly educated people whn &id not enjcy
realing, but 1 heve since realised that this is nct the eriterion, If I nuzzle
them by lovins bocks; they nuzzle me cven more hy not deing so, Is it a lack of
imeginetion - or what?
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S.Birchby, Wou mast keep us informed about Life after
40 Parrs Wood, ' Retirement, becauss severel Ol Fon are about

Didsbury. to emerge from their chrysslis too. I for one

Manchogter .M20 GND am beginning to count-dowm, and we cculd both

ncme others, excent it might make them blush at
Conventions., Mnybe you should start a club.
What 2bout the 01d Fen ellowghlp and_therqry
Club? (OTFLL for short). By the time I retire
it should be gring nicely, Mind you, as Groucho

XD said, T wouldn't join a club ‘that wanted me as

, N\ / & member, Alresdy you are changing, my dear,
Bwttc%ﬂncﬂ now speal:s of occanc runes such as

/, “dreich an” in'tild, of which the De'il only

flo that, I will writc. to you in Mercien. (Mo

net ycu, Lrchie).
Agree completely with your ettitude to book reviews, I do hnte those plonking
Sundoy features consisiing of 2 lot of egobee fcr the ceritic, fellowed by a chunk
of waffle about Significance, and maybe twe lines and 2 short guote ebout the
book, Your reviews have always been my guide as to what's w~rth reading and I
must say thot whonever I see SF on the 2hd nand bock barrows in Manchester's
gucint old streets I olways think: MWhat did BEthel say abeut this?" I rarely
have to esk for wy moncy back. Your risiter's Interest, or lack of, in your

7 kens., Can it he 1ona bcfore your column is re-
ZL&L&q/\A/A}} titled "Wouchling Hame: !’ Fair warning if you

bookshelves reminds me of long ago when fon visited me, I could "t]'w ys tell a

Truefan from a Human by the wﬁy he or she trotted over to whatever bocks were
visible., Vincent Cler¥e was “he boy. - quick onc~over in the first five minutes
ané you were judged and sentenced. Yaminds ne of the marn who went into a book-
shop and asked for ¥Spirits end their productlon“ by a well-known cistiller,
"Religion downstairsi®, he was teld, There's an o -wer for the garden you have
acquired, Turn it into a Noture Troil, 4ll you need do is nefleet it, and put
up & few signs, such as "Giant Hogwsed” and "Caterpillar 3anctuaryl, Got rid of
the dustbin and throw everything onto 2 hzap lebelled 'Waotural Composting™.

N . : . s -
ature~freaks will come for miles, vleading for admittance. Cornoustic could

become & second Findhorn, Don't forjyet that i. 1982 all the plancts are due %o
line up, and cverything will go whee! But that's 3 ycars away. Don't buy any

5-year bonds, that's all." #***QOne of the nice things about Retirement is being able i

to sit still and do ncthing, Of course I then become awere of a feSling of guilt
and sc a stencil gets cut..a letter gets answercd! I scon Aiscovord housckeeping
was boring, so thot gets done in spurts. I toke ¢ dim view of dusting beccuse
that is never-cndlng I don't like to sce it but & do get fed up finding it has
to be done egain and gain and again, Wiy don't the scientist's figurc out a
cure for dust?*** . :
Ron Benneii R ff-:T“~—\ Hlta enitc willing to bet thﬂt the groatest
36 Harlow Park Cresc. N j;ﬁh « differcnce von notice in your 1ife in Surb-
H“rrogate H.Yorks.  ® 4:H > ¥ iten and 11"1np__3 Cornoustie-is the weather
HG2 OLY ) or perhahs just the difference in temperature

Q\~ﬁ_1\<{f,4aWell, you 3cots are a hardy type with your

N claymores and Be¢1w/Touchor 5..th TAFF revorts,
T P ‘a snrc oint with me. Forhaps I' beeoming

TN Y N LN g Morc and ror: sour 28 I get older but I'm
4;~\"EL“- " R T % afroid TLFF doeca't have the same appeal,aura,
RN N ’:—ﬁk\”’_“T\ N penache, ring..whaet is the word?..for me these
DTN SN " deys. How car it, taen many cendidates declare

fﬁau they'rc ”OJPP to & convention anyway end

that virtually they're using the fund, if success *ul, as a freeloader and nothing
more, or when TAFT is actually prcmoteﬂ on the lincs of "be an 2cti.-fan and °
you'll get a free trip to the States." Or when nn ex-delegate awards himself a

certificate to say that he's been ¢ TATF delegute, as blatant a picce of
narcisgism 2s I'va seen in fandom..well, my opinicn,enyway, and as everyone else
at the time seemed te think it wos a gocd idea I'm obvicusly willing to agree
thet I'm entirely in the wrong, cspecislly ss I admire everything elsc the same

ex-delegate hns done. I azrce that this silly business of "bod reporting® in a
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TAFF cport, which would result in bad fuolings, is definetly 2 littlo{or even. a
lot of)rationelisaticn.Definitely. @ cover; a3 you say, f'r sheer laziness.Good
gricf, we knoy, that onc has to cxercise a 1ittlc commonsense an? restraint.™ I.
had théught that.one idea of the repert was.sc thot others, who had %o stay
behind, could share one's enjoyment, albeit socond-hand. -h well, sincere
piaudits to ¢l' Fete Roberts and his excellent rcport and foesh on all those
others,..,I1'l go aleng with Rick Sneary about throwing open one's rcoms to
millions. of strangers for on open rcem party at the present day every-convention
bigger gathcrings, bat at the same time I must defend cld Mike Moorcock whe is one
of thc most gencrous pecple I know, ridiculously generous, L'm afraid.,.ent his

home is like A continuously open rcow party,.." #*is it habpens,” I o know
about Mike's goencrosity as I have more than once been o greteful recinicnt ¥#¥
Michaol. Mcorcock: | WNice to get o SCOTTISIE cven if: the infor-

motion is o 1ittlc out of datel What I mean is-
Hilory Seiley «nd I haven't been together for
- ive ycars--I'm now merriod to Jill Riches,
who has donc 2 number ~f illustrations for
various books of minc and is a peinter. I still
see 2 lot of Hilery and, of course, the three
kids, bcecause wo all live zeress the way from
one anothor---this donc dcliberately since the
seperation was omicable. Hilary came to cdit
#HEW WORLDS because she wanted to and 1 didn't
ot thet time, fooling that T had done everything
I coul? in the way of innovetion and that I was
~getling stele, - Yince then Ifve revived the
megazine bocause it struck me there werc some pnssiblc develeninents now. We're
runnins it on haphazard lines daliberately, with different cditors doing Aiff-
. crent issues, I sec no reasen to protent to be ticd to 13th contury distribution
mcthods when they no longer exist enyway-- Berry Bayley, 2s you know, is a roal
person, Strange that there are these days lots of people abveut vho Con't ot least
know someonc who knows Parry! Jind I didn't kill off James Colvin, Charles Flatt
did, behind my back, Not toc many authors have their pseudonyms killed in such a
manner! What. I was soying{rc.Rick Sneary)about conventions wns simply that thore
is no nesd for closed rocm parties, I closed roem partics bececome a 'necessity”
--have the perties in the public rcoms. But I sunnose numbers have bocome 2 prob-
lem and that's probably one of the mein reasons 1 stonped attunting conventions—-
I get confused and slightly claustrophobic 2t 'em these days. The fact is,how-
ever, thaot there is a terrible tendency in sf circles to form soclial pyramids
with -what?~ authors and BNFs at the top? 1 became disiressed hecause my fricnd-
ships seemcd to cut across these msysterious boundarics and I wos either being
offended or f-~zling I was about to give offense. In such an atmesphere one
would rather disappear. &ind this isn't paranoia,l lknow. «h, well, I'd rether
‘see old friends outszide such ciraimsteonces. I might drop in at the Brighton
convention, but only becnuse it could be the only way I'X1l scc a few faces I
“haven't seen in yeors. Closed rocm parties seem to mc to be 2 development of the
problem, not a solution to it," ** I do sec thet authers hove a birger problem
on their hands 2t conventions than do o~ lnery fons like wysclf, In fact it is a
. continuing wmiracle that merc de not stay away; most non-ST authors would blench
~and ran e mile from such an amount of people. I con remember andy Cffett writing
bitterly abeout some of his encounters. Yot it is only a part of the preblem of
socialisins with other beoplo, we nll have thosc worries to overconc. Take me,
I sometimes feel as if younrcr fen leck at me and are amazced to find I am still
alive~-after all I have been in faendom for over 20 years now! I know of others
who fecl the same at times, However, I belicve that shynes is at the bottom of
2ll thosc problems., BNFs poch! I have serious doubts that there is such a
ercature, Do come to Brighton Mike, if you lock arcun? you will sea other pro-
fessionnls whose friendships cut across fandom!™** ' o




‘Lotters 4

~

Harry Warner,‘”/‘\\ B

"Tn FIPBLINGS his time, the best nows is the

423 Suamit Lve,, - /i dcseription of George Lock'e bock about first
Hegorstown, teditions., I'm predually losing patience with

¥

Maryland. 21740 [ colloctors and deelers who have only the
5 sketchicst idea of how to identify a first
~ J edition, ..I share the impaticnce you express
//—\ over toc much chatter ebout boer in fanzines.
$;57 Every so often I decide to paredy this by ref-

erences two 'or threc times din every loc to
" drinking water: where I got it on some occasion
how Aifferently it tastes in different arces,
and so on, 3ut I've never had the nerve to
go ahead and do it, Foople den't think of me

- as anything but a dead-scrious person end 4

of water references in my lLoes might he intcrprted os proof thet I've
finally gone senilc instord of what I really meant it for,..Besides, constont
- chatter about alcohol mokes me nervous, because I keep wendering il any of the
fans who kecp tallking about firewater are doing 1t hecausc they "ve alrcady bhecone
alcocholics. 1've seen toc many people here in Hagerstown ruin. their lives by
becoming Jdependant on olcchol, and most of them had e nabit of telking incessently
about it while thoy werc detericrating, 1 trust that fons who write sbout beor
do so bocause hecr has boeome a symbel of fanac, I recognisc another phenomena:
certain people ¢rink in inverse ratio te the awount of references they utter to
drinking, the more they talk nbout drink, the luss they drink, - Besides, I know
all about the sceret drinkors who never mention the topie and are actually in
groater danger of rottin< their livers *han the talkative type.® "™ I mercly
found ~11 the talk shout beer boring: but you have alerted me te a denger. If new
fans are tc get the idee that a fan pust love beer, then they will drink it too.

There ig always & ccrtein percentage of peeple vho becemc alcchelies threugh no

barrage

feult of their owm,.
Roberd Coulson,
Route3,

artford City.

IN 47348 USi
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ing addresses from "Great fritain’
thore scem tr prefer the latter.

tha U3 Fest Cfficc with the
onough address and I sheuld

I ghould hope they never teconme so through fandom,™*#

Wourg was one of the few fan’ sddresses 1 had
memorized, and now yeu've moved end I have to
atart #ll over again, Bah, and likewisc humbug.
Jurnite wonted to lmew if you picked your new
heme becausc thops stal cede is casy to romember?
T don't reeall ary other British onc that casy.
Hmm. “British® comes naturally from Great
Britain, but what dres onc do with U.K.? I den't
sunpose PUkish" weuld be cporscieted, and
"Fingish"® scunds silly, DNot that it matters
much as I ean't use U.i, os an 2ddress anywvay.
1 once rasclved to change all my British meil-
to ¥United Xingdenm® sinco mest of the rcsidents
411 the fanzine eonics wers returnct to me by
explonaticn that “United Kingdom! wasn't a snecific
sopeify which ccuntry I meant,* ##%0nce 1 got home 1

was very tempted to use just Scotland fer my address,.but 1 folt that after 21l
those -vears of brain-~washing imericans about Uk it would not ho fair,,besides 1

think Zon Bennett
Bill Danner
R.D.1 Kennerdell
Ph.16374 USL

mizht have shouted at

\ )
N
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Wy main roeson for writing is to expross the
hope that you enjoy yeur retirement as much as
I've boen onjoyine mine. You may scldom give
a thournt to the job you have just left, bnt
1111 het 2 cockie that youl!ll have cceasicnal
dreans about it., For yoars after 1 quite J&L

I hed occesicnal dreams about being begged
back by manacemont for six months or so to
stroighten cut 211 the troubles with those
tempremental instruments I uscd to serviee.

ig for your finding lots of things to do, there

won't be any end tr that stetc of afisirs. While I was verking I used to get oud
four issucs of Stef & year and in addition find timc for model railroading,hoto-

graphy and other hobbies,

other things suffer in propertion.

Now I'!! just oble &~ got out twe issues & ycor 2nd the

One reasen, of ccurso, is the relstivity of


copj.es
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time, Whea ona is ten yveers old a year is o tenth of his 1life, and thot's 2 pretty
good slice, For me, ncw, & ycar is only 1/72 of my lifc, and the canmn things whizs
by like -mad, If only these cold dreary wintcr months would pass as rapidly ns do
the sumer rcnths it wouldn't be se bad® ¥ My first winter and cverycne Keeps
saying how it has besn the coldest for yuks, Even Moy Day, for geedness sake,had
show falling’ qus and deys when, it has buon so cold, I did not le¢ove the fire-
side-is nc . hely vhen it comcs tq‘fﬂnac" N
‘Davo Rowe . . .. > ivioge . ¥ saw Pﬂmola Boak back in mid-Dce and I have

& Pork Drv, ’.f ._“13' 'Y some news, Her W.BC of Household Hints For the
Wickford » Disabled® hns been acceptod by o nublisher; so
Essex. bol2_2__ %%?b o if severnl orgonisations keep their word it .

should be a success, Necdless tc say Foméla is
channeling her rovalties te 5.I1.D.5,,..which
ncods more members(HINT) the adilrces is -
iszocintion for Independent Disobled Zelf-

- Sufficiency, 7 alfred St,,Bath.ivon, and of
7. course you don't have to be disabled to join 2t
, £1 per annum, M :

Ray Lavondﬂr A S0 4. At work we have gotten inthe word processing
2507 E,17th St 5-*: -3 i ogystem that wer were fighting for and the girls
Lcnc Beach, e T have pretty well accepted it ag their easiest
Uay .90804 e o vy of Going the vericus publishing jobs we '.ave
o - & tc do. leinly it hog alwmoest eliminated re-typing
ST e Y Wi They con rouzh draft on the IHH Jeleetrics, '
Vo (R using an OCR-B element, then vut it through the

type reader, whigh putu it on cas settc tape and
on the screen. ‘hen they con cdit it ocecording
to the netes that the author made on the
original until he is hepvy, then push 2 button
and it types ocut a corracted copy,.without adn:?
ing morc typos. Cuts the werk from around Z3
typings(in propoanils)te about 1%, Plus it comp-
letely eliminctos dnonake(waiting outdon lotters., Waiting for that stuff to (ry
- can easily slow o 60 word par wmn"to typigt dewm to 1Cupm, o
Bob Tucker - Lomeo MT had hoped to have another issuc of Le
34 Greenbrier Dr, 24 ZLombie published lagt yeor, but 2lthough I have
Jacksonville, 11, - gathered some moterisl for it the magezine
(2650 never got inte nrint, ¥ell, not yot enyway.

' December 1978 would hove becn ry 4Cth anniver-
sary and I hed hopes to issuc a gala anniversery
issue but plans went astray, I gathered in a
cover by Jackie Causgrove snd two articles by
Sam ond Mary Long, and a hint of 2 promisc of a
letter by Uarry Warnor. Whot more could T ask?
Vell, Real Soon Now, I'm saving all that metorial and may yet publish a delayed
40th anniversary issue this summer, If 211 goes well I hope to be ot .Scacon,.."
“i¥Your last LE ZC:RIE with its full report of your sustralian visit oueht to
put 2ll those nen~writcrs of TAFF rcports to shame!

We alsc heard from and wish to thank.,.Torry 9 eves who told mec that the
Friends of the Earth do 2 cheap re-cyclcd paper.,thonk ynu...Mlku Glicksohn who
‘hopoes the crewds at Seacon uon't be tco gre°i for us to meet..l hepe sc tocl,.,
Thomas Schlucck who infor-s me he is new @& fonily of frur..cvn"rﬁ'u* tions Tom..
Fred Jacobele vhe says he would be a member of the Frecastinaticn @lub but that
he hasn't got arcurd to joining it ycthlcxanﬂen Mallace who leckod Carnoustic
up on the wap and found the population is 6C00({end 1 keep thinkingz of it 25 a
small town..)Lastly Yorry Koeufman(Il think his signaturc is- protty illegible)who
informe ne thot Ellict Sherter and Steve 3tiles hoth wrete porticl TT?F reports,
» portion of Elliott's was in S ANISY IRNULTITION which took him as far as the
plance lcaving tho Ub.....Je doecs net say wvhere the partial revort of Steve Stiles
appeared,co..

and that's all... Bthol Lindsay,
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I went off for a holiday in April to attend two very
oontrastlng weekends, The first was spent at Liverpool University to attend the
Annugl Conference of the International Cphthalmic Nurses fissociation{IONA), The
second weekend was spent at the Dragonera Hotel in Leeds attending the ennual
S¥ convention, They did have some things in common ~ both had a banquet, both
had film~shows and both had lots of peonle with whom to talk, However mostly
there was very little resemblance between the two, I“lc:ntion of my attending the
second brought disbelio v1ng lavghter at the 4: -1

At Liverpool we were given a Civic Reception where we were welcomed by the Lord
Mayor. I wonder if we will cver see such a thing happen to an SF con? Still,
.part of the Liverrool Conference dealt with the future and particularly with the
great advances mede by scicnco in the world of Ophthalmology. The films showed
the huge strides being taken in surgery due to the usc of giant microscopes,
micro-sutures and micro-needlies. The microscopcs ore capable of tremendcus
maginfication, they are eguipped with cameras, obscrver side~picces and videa-
screens, The use of these microscepes has heen mostly seized upon my the Ophth-
almic surgeons, but others in the gencral {icld src becoming aware of the great
advances that can be made by their use, These micrascopes led logic:lly to the
invention of micro-sutures and micro-ncedles toe small to be seen by the naked
eye. Wotching films of their use meny, like myself, mourned that they had not
been invented when we firsgt entered the ophthalmic world, Someonc at the ban-
.quet ouoted "Once an ophthalmic nurse, always an ophthalmic nurse® and it is a
fact that once draun to this specialily we rarely leave it, I thought you might
be interested in the: chenzes I havoe scen and the easiest way is to choose the
catarnct operation as an cxample,

is you will know o “cetaract® is actuelly the lens of the cye theﬂlng cat-~
aractous.- that is - what hes beoen cloar becomes opanue and s¢ the vision deter-
iorates. . Yhen the cataract lens is "woture' it is fully opaque and no lipht can
"enter the eye. The aim is tc remove the lens and replace it with en artificial
lens such as spectacles. When I first started this was a huzardous operation.
 The surgeon made 'a swift small incision and scocped out the lens, Many dangers
. attended this.and spced and accurecy werc vital. Then come n long period of
rest to allow the wound to heal. The sutures were laorge compared with today's
and the ey: could nct toleratc many of them. 5o the wound had to heal without the
.aid of many sutures and this meant the patient hed to lie flat with both eyes
covered, not allowed ftc do enything for himself, for 10-12 days, One of the
speakers sald that many peorle coming now for cataract surgery remomber this
procedure. baing used for & parent or eldcriy relative and that they take oquite
some persuading to helieve that this is ne longer nccessary, o

- Now with the sophisticated equimaent being used the surgeon cuts qunte a. -
large incision, he ean remove the lens gently by holding o tip which freezes. to
the lens so that it may be pently drawn out. He ean then tale at lcast holf-an~
hour plading micro=sutures around the wound,  Wita such good suturing(they are
eventually dissolved and absorbed)ihe netient does not neced extensive care,
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Of course this was not only a clinical meeting, lots of socialising went

on, 1 had a fine time gossiping with former colleapues and discussions of the
ophthalmic world in general, .ifter being cut of the nursing world for six months
one thing struck me forciblyahat an organising lot we are! One item will show
wvhat I mean., The dining-room had waitress service(and surprisingly good food)but
at the end of ecach course everyone automatically stacked up the dishes, passed
them down and had them ready for the (I thought)rather surprised weitresses. It
was all done so neatly and efficiently.that, looking down on: the heaped stacks, I
almost expected to hear a. firm voice ca2ll out '"bedpan round!",

S5ti11l this is a very closod world and after three days of it I was gled to
head towards Scunthorpe and visit with Dorecen and rhil Rogers, YWith them I passed
happily: into a world -where discussion of books is taken for granted, I had bhrought
with me the books of David Kermelman who writes the Rabbi mystories. They run from
FRIDAY THE RARRI SLEPT LATE to WEDNESDAY THE RARBI GOT WET; and I had started to
read them as I left home. Dorecen immediately started on FRIDAY, I wazs at MONDAY
when I Brrived thore, Fhil soon passed Doreen and in fact 2ll three of us had
finished the scrics by the time we left for Leeds at the weckend. fLinart from the
fact that they are extremely well~written they are very enlightening as to the
Jewish religion. I felt mysclf very sympathetic towards its ethical content
althought the ritual would be too time-consuming for me,

The Dragonecaraiotel was very comfortable and apart from the usual waiting
about for 1lifts, convenierit, At thét, the 1ifts did well in not having a mechan-
ical nervous breakdown with fans surging in and out 21l the time, I missed the
openihg ceremony, I tlink they must have had it on time, however there was plenty
room to sit sround and talk with friends, In fact it was 5Spm and time for the
‘BSFA hGH almost before T lmew’ it. This went briskly as the Cheirman was deseisive,
I do like & Chalirman who doés not allow people to waffle. Therc was often an
alternativo programme in the Fan Room and I managed to attend GETTING INTO FANDOM
on the Saturday mornlng This consisted of much discussion of how difficult some

new fans find it when encountering fandom on massc. On the whole the opinion cL

seemcd to be that it was just like trying to join any socisl group and that perse-
verance was the main ingrediant required,

The Fan Room was rather too small, When I tried to attend another item I
founc¢ it impossible to get in, There was a second display room which containcd
photogrephs of conventions in the seventies: and there wero many saaplcs of various
fanzines., This scemed to be menned a lot by Ian Yatgon who looked more and more
tired as the weelend rolled on,

I Sklppod a lot of the programme but was well rewarded by attending the GOH
specch of Richard Cowper. He was o delightful spezker, having a slight accent that
I think was Wclsh and an excullent vocabulary, - Obviously well-rcad himself, he
spoke of the science fiction genre as it encountercd "closed minds® with a woalth
of illustration from Yells to Gide. His quotations werc apt and one that lingers
was "I will follow the man who secks the truth but leave him whon he declalms he
has found it"!

- 2 disapnointment was the panel discussion HUMCUR IN SF. The na nelllsts,
Mike Deckinger, Bob Shaw and Richard Cowper,went off on the track of humour in the
abstract, They did not discuss one writer, such as Goulart, who trics to inject
hurour into SF, In fzirness I don't know how much time they had for preraration.
I do know that Bob Shaw had no warning before coming to thc con that he would be
on this panel, or on the panel in the Fan Room GETTING INTO FLNDOM. Bob is onn of
fandom's best humourists but he is not a stand-up comedian {there is a difference)
and should be given timé to prepare, . He is so good-natured I'm sure it would neaver
occur to him to complain, A

'The hanguet numbers were not very high, yet 1 thought the food good. Mind
Phil Rogers told me that I hed no palate wahtsoever,.that was after I had got threo
cuns of coffue out of one small vack,..it the beginning of the bancuet speeches
Brian Burgoss gave o short spamsch of appreciation about Mickasl Rosenblum and
pointed out how ¥Mike had helped found British fandom, hed held it together during
the war and how, had it not been for him none of us would have been there that
night. It was a2 very good spcech and must have surprised those who consistanily
make fun of Brian. His woy of speaking ig ponderous but whoever has the patience
to listen will find has meny intercsting things to tell. Certainly he knows a
grott deal about the history of British Tandom, I think we were all concious of
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thoe ironic Tact that the convention had comc te Leeds just too late for Mike to
have enjoyed it; sand he was 2 wnan who enjoyed 1life,

I had one great surprise, the convention was visited by Deve Cohen from
Menchestor, ¢ fon who had been very active at the time 497 the Supermancon; and
who had dropped out of fondom for over 20 years, do caught vp on a lot of what
had happened since then, My! it would have tolen me the wholo weekend to tell
him it all!

Az far as numbers went therc was s very poor turn out for the Fancy Dress,
and if 211 the puns wore elininated the nunbers would have beon even less, That
is what ons should do with puns—eliminate them! m~agily the hest eostuimes were
worn by the two grond-children of Betty Rosenblum who had made tae costumes for
them, She had made excellont cave-woncn costumos and o very realistic dinegaur
for them to roll alons behind. Winpers of the adult section were & man of Gor with
two female shackled prisoncrs, Liable to sot cvery Feminist hacklu rising! They
came on to n dour look from me at least., However- they had a very well-rehearsed
scene in which oneg of the femele prisoners mensges fo free herself, fignt a cduel
with hor capsor(real steel by the sown? of it..)and des~ateh him reali stieally.
Which brought loud cheers from the antience -~ even if if wes prodominently male.
Which all proves sometidngeor-other no doubt,

I thought the ctmosphere at thic convention very friendly an' relaxed, I did
onjoy it and hope it augers well for Brighton.

I hed a very nice letter hut not for publieation..yet I cennot resist gquoting
one part of it...%"There is a remarkable thing about SF and SF Fandom: Ve met
once, 17 years ago, and our ccntacts since then have been at besi tenuous, and
yet I feel that Ethel Lindsay is a friend. I have wmany close friendships with
fang and fellow writers with roots just es tenuous, hut just as lasting.”

Well, of course, this is the nice part of fandom, the fact that one can be
friends witlh peonle who are met rarely, some once a year, others with years and
years in between, BReecause we are both in the netvwork of fandom we know what is
happenins to the other, so that even 2 reguler correspondance is not always
necezsary, I hsve been very pleasantly surcrised at the number of peonle who took
the trouble to write vishins~ me a hapny retiremcnt, Uspecially busy ncovle like
Bob Tucker and Bob Bloch. Then there was John Brunner, Michsel Moorcock and 2 -
end Dee-Dee Lavendar who sent books. WMo wondor that every time L think maybe L .
dhould retire from publishiny, som-thing nico like this happens to weke me once
again trundle out the duplicator, It is getting old now, and the inking mechanisn
is showing signs of this, I hove never had the heart to count the number of
typos in &n issue but [ have the fecling they get more not lozs as the years roll
on., In the corly dsys Frances Varley used to help with proof-roading but as her
hesband Bricn keeps gottins nromoted they move about the country at o dizeing
rate, . but rever vhere I can ret sholt of them and neg'then into helning)

I am still a member ol the Roysl College of Mursing, so receive tiweir woekly
nows sheet, Curicsity mokes m: browsc through the adverts..and oy cye was ceught by
one,..

STaR WARDS
Re with our forece
ond as a Steff FBurse
you'il find our hospitsl is really out of this world,'

1 tell you, times they sre a'changing!

38 ayc,
Ethel,

———



